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STRATTERA � FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 
Statement by Member for Bassendean 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [12.56 pm]: On 13 November 2008 I wrote to the commonwealth 
Department of Health and Ageing to make a freedom of information request for all documents provided to the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee in its determination that Strattera should be placed on the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. In mid-2007, Strattera was placed on the PBS at a cost of $101.2 million over 
four years. My request was met with a response of limited information. Most documents were not provided to 
me; those documents that were provided were heavily blacked out. I requested an internal review and got no 
further documents. Since then, I have appealed to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. The response from the 
Department of Health and Ageing was that I should have been provided with no documents in the first place. 
Since Strattera came onto the market in 2004, there have been 61 voluntary reports of severe adverse reactions, 
including 25 instances of suicidal ideation. This is only the tip of the iceberg. Because of the voluntary nature of 
the reporting system, only a tiny fraction�an estimated two per cent for GPs�of adverse events are reported. 
This information should be publicly available. The beneficiary of the $101.2 million sponsorship, which is 
funded by the taxpayer, is Eli Lilly. Eli Lilly, the manufacturer of Strattera, fought my FOI request every step of 
the way. The company is happy to take the money; therefore, it should be happy to have the documents that it 
relied on to get its product approved for taxpayers� subsidies open to full public scrutiny. I should not have to 
spend over a year dealing with an FOI request. 
 


